Revised FHS Handbook Addendum for Incoming Freshman 2011-12

End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments for Students in Grades 9—-12: Beginning with ninth graders in the
2011-2012 school year, end-of-course (EOC) assessments will be administered for the following courses:

* Algebra I, Geometry, and Algebra 11

* English I, English 11, and English 11

* Biology, Chemistry, and Physics

* World Geography, World History, and United States History
Satisfactory performance on the applicable assessments will be required for graduation and will also affect the plan
under which the student may graduate. Normally, there will be three testing windows during the year in which a
student may take an EOC assessment, which will occur during the fall, spring, and summer months. For the 2011—
2012 school year, however, there will be only the spring and summer administrations of the EOC assessments. In
each content area (English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies), a student must achieve a
cumulative score. To determine whether the student meets the cumulative score, the student’s EOC assessment
scores in each content area will be added together. If the student’s total score on the assessments within the content
area is not equal to or greater than the cumulative score set by TEA, the student may retake any of the assessments
in that content area until the student achieves the cumulative score. A student who does not achieve the minimum
required score on any individual assessment will be required to retake that assessment. A student may choose to
retake an EOC assessment in situations other than those listed above as well; however, retest scores will not be used
in calculating a final grade for the student. STAAR Modified and STAAR Alternate, for students receiving special
education services, will be available for eligible students, as determined by the student’s ARD committee. These
particular EOC assessments may have different testing windows than the general assessments, and the ARD
committee will determine whether successful performance on the assessments will be required for graduation.
STAAR-L, which is a linguistically accommodated assessment, will be available for students who have been
determined to be limited English proficient (LEP) and who require this type of testing accommodation. Additional
information will be provided to students and parents prior to the spring 2012 administrations. Class ranking and
GPA will be calculated by semester grades. When a student earns a passing grade in only one semester of a two-
semester course, the student will receive credit for the year if the final grade for the course is 70 or above. The final
grade will be reported along with each semester grade. Each EOC must be passed before graduation (see below).

Recommended High School Program and Distinguished Achievement (Advanced) Program: All
students entering grade 9 are required to enroll in the Recommended High School Program or Distinguished
Achievement (Advanced) Program. Permission to enroll in the Minimum Graduation Program will be granted only
in certain situations and only if an agreement is reached among the student, the student’s parent or person standing
in parental relation, and the counselor or appropriate administrator. In order for a student to take courses under the
Minimum Program, the student must be at least 16 years of age, have completed at least two credits each in English
Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies courses that are required for graduation, or have failed grade 9
one or more times. The counselor can help students decide which program is best for them.

Effective with ninth graders in the 2011-2012 school year, in addition to the credit and course requirements for each
program, performance on EOC assessments will be linked to a student’s eligible graduation program. To graduate, a
student must meet a minimum cumulative score set by the Texas Education Agency (TEA) for each content area:
English, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies. To determine whether the student meets the cumulative score,
the student’s EOC assessment scores in each content area will be added together. If the student’s total score on the
assessments within the content area is not equal to or greater than the cumulative score set by TEA, the student may
retake any of the assessments in that content area until the student achieves the cumulative score. A student who
does not make the minimum required score on any individual assessment will be required to retake that assessment.
To graduate on the Recommended Program, a student must perform satisfactorily on the Algebra Il and English 111
EOC assessments, in addition to meeting the cumulative score requirements described above. To graduate on the
Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program, a student must demonstrate advanced academic performance on the
Algebra Il and English 111 EOC assessments, commonly referred to as College and Career Readiness Standards, in
addition to successfully meeting performance standards on the other EOC assessments. If this standard is not met,
the student will graduate under the Recommended Program, regardless of whether the student has met all other
requirements for graduation under the Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program.
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A student graduating under the Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program must also achieve a combination of
four of the following advanced measures:
1. An original research project or other project that is related to the required curriculum. These projects
must be judged by a panel of professionals or conducted under the direction of a mentor and reported to an
appropriate audience. Please note that no more than two of the four advanced measures may be received
from this option.
2. Test data where a student receives:
a. A score of three or above on an Advanced Placement (AP) exam;
b. A score of four or above on an International Baccalaureate (IB) exam; or
c. A score on the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT)
that qualifies the student for recognition as a commended scholar or higher by the College
Board and National Merit Scholarship Corporation, as part of the National Hispanic
Recognition Program (NHRP) of the College Board, or as part of the National Achievement
Scholarship Program of the National Merit Scholarship Corporation. The PSAT/NMSQT score
will count as only one advanced measure regardless of the number of honors received by the
student.
3. College academic courses, including those taken for dual credit, and advanced technical courses,
including locally articulated courses, provided the student scores the equivalent of a 3.0 or higher.
Information regarding specific courses required or offered in each curriculum area, along with a description
of advanced measures available to students in the Advanced/Distinguished Achievement Program from the
options listed above, will be distributed to students each spring in order to enroll in courses for the
upcoming school year. Please be aware that not all courses may be offered at the high school campus. A
student who wants to take a course not offered at his or her regular campus should contact the counselor
about a transfer or other alternatives. A student who is unable to participate in physical activity due to a
disability or illness may be able to substitute a course in English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, or
Social Studies for the required credit of physical education. This determination will be made by the
student’s ARD committee, Section 504 committee, or other campus committee, as applicable.

Graduation Requirements for a Diploma: To receive a high school diploma from the district, a student must

successfully:
» Complete the required number of credits;
* Complete any locally required courses in addition to the courses mandated by the state; and
* Depending on the year in which the student is scheduled to graduate, pass a statewide exit-level exam or
achieve the required cumulative scores on end-of-course (EOC) assessments. The exit-level test, currently
required for students in grade 11, covers English language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies
and requires knowledge of Algebra | and Geometry; Biology and Integrated Chemistry and Physics;
English I111; and early American and United States History, World History, and World Geography. Students
in grades 10 and 11 during the 2011-2012 school year must pass the exit-level test to graduate. A student in
grade 12 who has not passed the exit-level test will have opportunities to retake it. Beginning with students
who enter grade 9 in the 2011-2012 school year, EOC assessments will be administered for the following
courses and will replace the exit-level test as mentioned above: English I, English 11, English 111, Algebra I,
Geometry, Algebra 11, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, World Geography, World History, and United States
History. Students graduating under the Minimum Program must take EOC assessments only for courses in
which they are enrolled and for which there is an EOC assessment. Each student will be required to achieve
certain scores on the applicable EOC assessments to graduate, depending on the graduation program in
which the student is enrolled. A student who has not achieved sufficient scores on the EOC assessments to
graduate will have opportunities to retake the assessments. If a student fails to perform satisfactorily on an
EOC assessment, the district will provide remediation to the student in the content area for which the
performance standard was not met. Students who wish to graduate in three years should declare their
intention to do so with their designated academic counselor by the end of their sophomore year. The only
recognitions and awards that may be worn at graduation are those issued by the school.
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